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The purpose of this booklet is to provide each association information on how ASA District 38 will operate during the 2010 softball season.
ASA District 38 provides these guidelines in helping you understand the logic behind some of the decisions we make.  We do reserve the right to vary from this booklet if we feel it is in the best interest of our local associations and players.  This booklet will be reviewed each year and it will be updated or amended as needed.  Please remember these are only guidelines and the decision of the District Commissioner will be final.

Our local league associations consist of:

Lufkin





Zavalla

Nacogdoches




Center

Diboll





Shelbyville

Corrigan




Joquine

Hudson




Newton

Central





Woodville

Huntington




Jasper

Groveton

District 38 Staff for 2010
District Commissioner


Mike Akridge






(936)633-0250 work







(936)366-8523 cell

Deputy Commissioner


Anthony Key







(936)559-2960 work

J. O. Commissioner (Lufkin)


David Wideman







(936)637-7032 home







(936)676-5555 cell

J. O. Commissioner (Nacogdoches)

Connie Schaefer







(936)564-6668 home







(936)554-9582 cell

District U.I.C.




Rusty Germany







(936)465-0597
Deputy U.I.C.




Butch Cantrell







(936)526-5922 cell

JO Basic Guidelines for 2010
Age divisions will be 6U, 8U, 10U, 12U, 14U, 16U, and 18U.  Age is determined as of December 31st of 2009.
All teams in District 38, even “A” teams, must play a minimum of 6 games in league play to be eligible for championship play.

All players that participate in championship play must be a registered league player in District 38.

Select teams that choose to bypass recreational play must play in a select league if offered.  Select teams are teams that hand pick their players and do not go through a common draft.  District 38 is asking all select teams to encourage their players to play recreational ball along with their select team.  The 6 game select league will be played one to two weeks before the District Tournament.  Any team that plays in the select league must play in a minimum of four tournaments and at least one of these being out of district.  All select league teams will be classified “A” or “B” status.
Select teams may not play in recreational leagues by playing in a higher age division.

All 8 and under players must play in a league that goes through a common draft.  Any player or team that does not abide by this rule will not be eligible for Championship play.

Any team having an out of District player must be classified as an “A” team.

Every team that advances to championship play must have at least one coach in the dugout with an ACE Certification.  The Ace Certification is $25 and can be obtained through the District Commissioner.
All teams will be required to purchase insurance with your choice of carrier unless individually registered.  Any team advancing past state must have ASA insurance through Bollinger.

Team registration is $15.00 per team.

Cost for individual registrations:
$250 deductible

$10

$0     deductible

$15
*Cost of pictured ID cards will be $2.00 more.

All insurance claims must be processed through the District Commissioner.  You can obtain a claim request by accessing the Bollinger website and down loading the insurance claim form, www.bolingerasa.com.  Fill out the form and contact the District Commissioner to process the claim.
It is important to note that when you purchase team insurance, it only covers the team name and coach.  If you have all-star or tournament teams, that team must purchase insurance and pay the $15.00 team fee.

Tournament Sanction Policy
All tournaments using ASA sanctioned umpires must be ASA sanctioned.  The cost to sanction a tournament is $10.00.  You must sanction your tournament through the District Commissioner.  The reason we require sanctioning is because the umpire insurance is only in effect if the tournament is sanctioned.  Also, by sanctioning the tournament the local league association is also insured.

Championship Advancement
One of the major attractions of ASA softball is the opportunity to advance in championship play.  This is the scenario for advancement.

Step 1:  District Tournament.  All teams in 8U, 10U, 12U, and 14U are required to play in a district tournament.  The purpose of the district tournament is to determine team classification.  After the district tournament, teams will be classified as either A, B, or C (if offered).  If a team has already declared “A” status, they can be waived on the district tournament if the District Commissioner agrees.

Step 2:  State Tournament.  Teams can participate based on classification by the District Commissioner.  Texas ASA has National berths as well as Regional berths.  This will be determined by order of finish at the State Tournament.

Step 3:  Regional Tournament.  Teams for Texas ASA, Houston Metro, Dallas Metro, Fort Worth Metro, and San Antonio Metro participate for the right to advance to ASA Nationals.

Step 4:  ASA Nationals.  ASA Nationals consist of teams from each area of the United States.  This is the premier softball event in all of softball.

There are other ways to attend Nationals.  You can participate in a National Qualifier and if you win the tournament, you get a direct berth to Nationals.  You can also participate in a Hall of Fame Qualifier.  If you win this event, you get a berth to the National ASA Hall of Fame tournament.  If you finish in the top eight at this tournament, you get a direct berth to ASA Nationals.
Keep in mind that National Qualifiers and Hall of Fame Qualifiers are reserved for teams classified “A” only.

ASA does have a path for Area Championships for teams classified as “B”.  The path is the same except you go to the B State Championship and B Regional Championships.

Teams that are classified as “C” can ONLY advance to C State.

Team Classification Guidelines 

The following are some guidelines that we use to classify teams.
Let me cover the very first criteria:

The District Commissioner will have the final determination when deciding on classifying a team as A, B, C.  If the District Commissioner determines a team is classified as A, B, or C, this is non-appeal able.  The State Office will classify the teams based on the District Commissioner.
General Guidelines:

Classification A:  (From ASA National Code) Article 507 TEAM CLASSIFICATIONS OF CHAMPIONSHIP PLAY.
A. Local Association.  The local association commissioner shall classify teams and/or players within the local association in accordance with their respective classification code.  The District Commissioner will have the final say after District Tournaments to classify teams.
B. Team Classification.  A team, who has been classified in any division of play during the previous year, will remain in the same classification during the current season until reclassified by the District Commissioner.  However, if a team is subject to the ASA Mandatory Classification Rule, the new classification is effective immediately.
01. An adult team may participate in championship play in a higher classification but not below its assigned classification.  Participation in a higher classification could affect the team’s classification.
02. Teams may not participate in more than one national championship final in any division of play unless specifically covered in this Code.

(Texas ASA Code)

Responsibilities 
A.
District Commissioner Responsibilities:  
The local District Commissioner (or his/her designated appointee) has the ultimate responsibility to verify the classification and eligibility of all teams participating in championship tournaments. 

B.
League President Responsibility:

1.  The President (or his/her designated appointee) is responsible to verify the league’s player/team eligibility to the best of his/her knowledge.
2.  The President (or his/her designated appointee) shall notify the local J.O. District Commissioner of any possible infractions.
C.
Team Manager Responsibility:

1.  The manager is responsible for verifying to the best of his/her ability his/her team and player eligibility.

2.  The manager shall be prepared to provide proof of age and picture identification at every championship play tournament for each rostered player.

3.  The manager of any team found to be in violation of ASA policies may be disqualified from participation in ASA play for one full year.

4.  Teams participating in championship tournaments shall abide by all rules and regulations of the ASA National Code pertaining to championship play.

5.  The manager shall sign the “Official Championship Roster” confirming the eligibility of their players before entering any championship tournament.

Texas ASA Code regarding team classification.

V.
JUNIOR OLYMPIC CLASSIFICATION
A.
Out of District Players

A J.O. team, who has one (1) or more players on their roster that lives outside the District boundaries where the team is registered, shall be classified as an A team by their District Commissioner.

B.
Tournament Participation

Teams and players who participate in Class A tournaments, or higher, that lead to a National Championship Final, including National Qualifiers, shall not be eligible to participate in Class B competition.

C.
Reclassification

A team which has five (5) or more players on a roster (including pick up players) from a team that finished in the top three positions in the Texas A.S.A. Class B State Championship Tournament must play in the next higher classification in the following season, provided they remain in the same age group (effective 2002).
D.
District/Area Tournaments

1.  All districts will hold either a district or area qualifying tournament to be used for classification beginning in 2002.

2.  All districts must have teams classified A.

3.  District/Area tournaments shall be operated by the District Commissioners or Area Vice President and shall be sanctioned by the Texas A.S.A.

4.  District Commissioners must classify their teams according to the level of play in their district.

The process of differentiating between team classified and B or C will have some of the following criteria.

Texas ASA J O “C” Classification
PURPOSE:  To provide Texas ASA registered League/Recreational C teams a Class C State Championship Tournament.

1.  Class C teams are teams formed from within a recreational league.

2.  Class C teams are those teams that have no aspirations to travel outside their league to            
     play.
3.  Class C teams may have some skilled players but not all positions will be filled by                              
     skilled  players.

4.  Class C teams will not have a pitcher or hitters that can dominate a game.

5.  All teams will be classified and registered by the District Commissioner.

6.  Rosters must be signed and forwarded by their Texas ASA District Commissioner.

7.  All players must be a rostered player from the same recreational league.

8.  Class C teams will not be allowed to pick up players advancing to state.

It should be noted this is merely some views and should not be used as the only criteria.  The district Commissioner may classify league teams as “B” or “C”.
Adopted 01/26/03

Youth Classification
Texas ASA offers three classifications for Youth Fast Pitch.  Teams that are classified “A” by the District Commissioners are league teams that are highly competitive with most players having consistent ability and pitchers capable of controlling a game.  Teams classified “B” by the District Commissioners is league teams with skills that are average of below-average whose pitchers do not dominate a game.  Teams classified as “C” are strictly league players who have ONLY participated in league scheduled games.  Class “C” teams are typically league All Star teams.  Players that have played on teams that have open tryouts for players are not eligible for “C” classification (during the current calendar year).

Umpire Requirements
It is recommended that all leagues use ASA sanctioned umpires.  District 38 will provide the training and sanctioning for these umpires.

District 38 will have a one day clinic each year for classroom and field mechanics.  We want the umpires from our district to have proper training.  We will try to evaluate our umpires during the season.  We want to recommend umpires for state tournaments that have attended a state school within the last three years.

Our pledge to our leagues
ASA District 38 believes that the foundation for any softball organization is the local league ballplayers and coaches.  We will support our local leagues with any areas we feel we can help.  We do not intend to micromanage any league, but we will insure that the basic ASA guidelines are adhered to.  We want to be an asset to our leagues and a conduit for information and training.  We want to be available for information and help.  This is our pledge to you.  In return we expect you to make sure that all players are registered, all teams are registered, umpires are sanctioned, and all safety rules are enforced.
